
Learning, anytime and anywhere on any device
Mobile Learning in Today’s Schools:

Education is no longer just pencils 
and paper inside a brick and mortar 
classroom. It’s using a search engine to 
define vocabulary words; it’s watching 
a YouTube video to understand the 
scientific method; it’s taking cell phone 
photos on a field trip to use in a report. 

Technology has placed infinite 
resources in the hands of students. 
Now, administrators and IT 
departments are tasked with 
how to harness this invaluable 
resource to benefit students’ 
learning processes in a safe way. 

Bringing devices into the classroom 
isn’t a simple task, but with the right 
solution, it can transform education. 

Information Guide



Why Go Mobile?
• Immediate access to information

• Increased student engagement

• Personalized learning

• Access to online textbooks

• Student preparation for the 
workforce and higher education

• Increased parent involvement

• Extended learning outside the classroom

• Improved student-teacher interaction

• Opportunity for global collaboration

• To flip the classroom

Challenges of Going Mobile:
• Deployment difficulties

• Budget constraints and equity challenges

• Filtering and safety concerns

• Teacher/Administrator training

• Student distraction

• Ongoing device management

Top 5 Tips for a Successful  
Mobile Learning Program
1. Create a safe environment

A dynamic content filter is imperative for a mobile learning program. An efficient and 
effective filter will block inappropriate content, help to identify cyberbullying, and 
ensure CIPA compliance on or off the network — while still allowing the educational 
aspects of Web 2.0. When your program goes mobile, so should your filter. 

2. Manage devices more easily

Your IT staff needs education-specific tools to manage your mobile devices. An 
adept MDM allows device management district-wide with easy app installation, 
device function control, and critical information viewing with flexible groups and an 
intuitive interface. Also, consider the balance between what it makes sense for IT 
to manage versus educators. After all, the devices will be used in the classrooms.

3. Provide educator support

It’s a big investment, and professional development can help ensure it pays off. Proper 
educator training promotes digital literacy and ensures that technology is integrated 
with curriculum and standards. Educating teachers develops confidence in those 
who create lessons, plan activities, and work to engage students. Providing guidance 
to those who use mobile devices in the classroom is an integral part of the success of 
your mobile learning program and makes mobile devices that much more powerful. 

4. Get off to the right start

Unboxing, tagging, and configuring mobile devices for a classroom can be daunting, 
let alone for an entire school or district. The key is to have a plan. Decide how 
you want to approach app store IDs — one per individual, or one per school, etc. 
Determine how you’ll push apps and software to your devices. And make sure you get 
configured properly the first time so you don’t have to go back and redo it. Consider 
a Device Configuration Service to free up time, energy, and valuable IT resources. 

5. Make it Collaborative

One of the most impactful advantages of a mobile learning program is the 
opportunity for collaboration in and out of the classroom. A well-rounded 
LMS will help with access to online resources, schoolwork management, 
parent involvement and most importantly, student engagement. So make 
sure you choose an LMS that is geared toward mobility, collaboration, 
and safety — no matter what program or device you choose.

Mobile learning.  
It’s not a question of if. 
It’s a matter of how.



Trying BYOD? Use These 
Top 10 Best Practices
1. Cover the whys. What makes BYOD a good fit for your district? 

2.  Get buy-in. You’ll need a solid, written plan to get approval 
from your board and buy-in from parents and teachers.

3.  Determine the devices. Determine what you will allow on 
campus, including whether you’ll only allow devices with 
WiFi connectivity or also those with 3G/4G connectivity.

4.  Update all AUPs. Set and share policies for what when and  
how students can use their own devices on campus and determine 
how you’ll enforce them. 

5.  Plan your IT support protocols. Determine what IT will and won’t 
do on personal devices and what hours IT support will be available.

6.  Educate teachers. Give them basic advice to support lessons 
across multiple platforms.

7.  Address equity. What will you do about students who don’t 
have a device? Make supplemental devices part of your plan. 

8.  Prepare your network. Get your wireless infrastructure 
ready for BYOD demands, determine how you will secure 
your primary network, force personally owned devices onto a 
separate LAN, and provide filtered access through that LAN.

9.  Provide a learning platform. BYOD encourages anytime, 
anywhere, any device learning — so make sure you have a 
safe, mobile, collaborative platform compatible with any 
device that students and teachers can access for schoolwork, 
discussions, resources, assignments, and more.

10.  Be prepared, but flexible. BYOD is a big change for many 
districts. Prepare yourself by reading and listening to 
districts that have done it — but also be flexible and ready 
to adapt to unexpected surprises (good and bad). 

1. http://www.tomorrow.org/speakup/MobileLearningReport2012.html
2. www.tomorrow.org

65 percent of middle school students are already 
smart-phone users and 52 percent of them have a tablet.2

87% of parents say that the effective implementation of technology within 
instruction is important to their child’s success. But only 64 percent say that their child’s 
school is doing a good job of using technology to enhance student achievement.1

What could you do with a 
mobile learning program?

Try a flipped classroom.  
Invert traditional teaching by offering online 
instruction outside the classroom and 
bring “homework” into the classroom. 

Keep absent students on track.  
When a student is home sick or on vacation, 
he/she can keep up with assignments and 
lectures using a device and an LMS. 

Allow “tech breaks.”  
To combat possible distractions, try giving 
students a limited time to check texts or email 
(whatever is approved) every couple of hours. 

Encourage students to take notes on their 
device. Help to prepare students for college 
by teaching them this invaluable skill. 

Conduct surveys.  
Polling apps can help you get realtime 
feedback from students.

Get everyone talking. 
With a mobile device connected to an online 
learning platform in their hands, even shy 
students can get engaged in a class discussion.



The Lightspeed Systems Solution
With the amazing opportunities of mobile learning come some challenges. Lightspeed Systems Mobile Learning 
Essentials is the solution. With three integrated, school-specific elements, our solution addresses IT, educator, 
administrator, and parental concerns and allows your mobile learning program to be an innovative and successful 
resource in the classroom. PLUS we offer configuration services so devices can arrive at your district asset 
tagged, engraved, and configured with your chosen apps and policies — ready to hand out to students. 

1.) MOBILE MANAGEMENT

Our Mobile Device Management solution 
takes a unique school-focused approach 
that makes it easy for districts to manage 
their mobile learning devices.

2.) SAFETY

Our Rocket appliances provide CIPA-
compliant filtering on desktop and 
mobile devices, ensuring that both 
users and devices are protected. 

3.) COLLABORATIVE LEARNING  
PLATFORM

My Big Campus provides a complete platform 
for learning, collaboration, and accessing, 
storing, and sharing digital content.

www.lightspeedsystems.com  •  Main: 877.447.6244 
Support: 800.444.9267  •  Sales: sales@lightspeedsystems.com

Mobile Learning Essentials is a 3 in 1 solution: 

Find out more!
lightspeedsystems.com/mobile-learning-essentials

Amazing!

Be part of the education revolution.
Lightspeed Systems creates classrooms that are Safe, Mobile and 
Collaborative. Discover what amazing things we can do with your school. 


