
Overview

Students have more options about where and how to attend school, and Conneaut School  
District in PA is giving its students a new reason to stay in the district and stay engaged in  
learning: cyber schooling.

Conneaut School District is implementing cyber schools to provide a blended learning option to 
students. By incorporating its own curriculum into My Big Campus, the district allows staff, teachers, 
and students to learn, collaborate and communicate in an engaging 24/7 online environment.  

Challenge

In Pennsylvania, cyber charter schools are an alternative to traditional schools and they are 
growing in popularity. When a child leaves a traditional school to go to a charter school, the money 
allocated to that child by the state goes with the student. In addition, 11 out of 12 cyber charter 
schools in the state are not making their yearly progress goals.

Conneaut staff members knew they could meet the needs of these students better than the cyber 
charter schools cropping up. So they set about finding a way to retain those students who might 
consider leaving the district in favor of a charter school. 

Jarrin Sperry, Superintendent of Conneaut School District shares, “We looked at different curriculums 
and realized we needed to use our own—but we had to find an interface in which to offer it.” Herb 
Bossard, Technology Integrator for the District, adds some of the requirements they had when choosing 
a platform: “We needed a solution that students could access anytime from their own devices; the 
ability for teachers to grade from home; something that was easy to use and required little training; 
something that was safe; and something that was within an interesting yet familiar framework.”

Sperry continues, “We had a teacher try My Big Campus and after just one class, we knew all 
classes had to use My Big Campus. Within a couple of months, we were paperless and doing 
everything with My Big Campus.”

Solution

The easy-to-use interface and many different features caught on quickly. “Students jumped right in 
and started using My Big Campus,” shares Bossard. “We had to do almost no student training.” For 
teachers, the district offers a variety of on-site trainings, videos, and other resources.

My Big Campus provides tools that can benefit cyber, blended, and traditional classrooms alike. 
Bossard, who is also a trigonometry teacher, shares, “I put some of my video lessons on My Big 
Campus. A teacher from another campus used them for a student who was out for an extended 
illness. Because it was so easy to post, share, and find the resources on My Big Campus, the 
teacher was able to direct the student to the lessons and the student was able to stay on track.”

Conneaut School District Rolls Out 
Blended Learning and Cyber Schools 
with My Big Campus

“We had a teacher try  
My Big Campus and after 
just one class, we knew all 
classes had to use My Big 
Campus. Within a couple of 
months, we were paperless 
and doing everything 
with My Big Campus.”
Herb Bossard, District Technology Integrator, 
Conneaut School District

School: Conneaut
State: Pennsylvania
District Size: 2,400 students

Case Study

With curriculum content on My Big Campus, Conneaut 
students can learn anytime, anywhere.

With flexible policies, the School District of Cambridge 
gets granular control over its content filtering.



Conneaut recognizes that blended learning can let them give more students a quality education and 
an engaging learning experience: students who can’t attend school every day can take some classes 
through the cyber school; a home-schooled student whose parent isn’t comfortable with Calculus 
can take that class through the cyber school, with Conneaut’s curriculum; a student who is home 
sick for an extended period of time can continue learning online; and a student who doesn’t thrive in a 
traditional classroom setting can stay engaged in learning through online classes.

In traditional schools, non-traditional teaching concepts, like flipped or reverse classrooms, can 
offer improved learning outcomes, and as Sperry shares, Conneaut teachers are taking advantage 
of them: “With My Big Campus teachers can post videos for students to watch from home, and then 
when they come to class they work on the ‘homework’ with teachers and peers.” In addition to the 
benefits of teacher assistance when working through problems in class instead of at home, Sperry 
shares that it has relieved a lot of frustration for students and parents regarding time management: 
homework now takes a known amount of time, the duration of the video. 

It’s not just videos students and teachers access for learning, of course. Teachers are sharing 
documents, web sites, presentations, and more. “Each teacher is able to use My Big Campus 
as they would any resource in a classroom—they have the same autonomy. We are using the 
resources available in the My Big Campus library that others have posted, but we are also creating 
our own and adding them,” says Sperry.

Though the cyber schools follow the same curriculum as the traditional schools, they have some 
unique challenges and benefits. “There is a misperception that cyber school is easier. Cyber school 
is not easier. It requires students to be more disciplined and motivated. But My Big Campus takes 
away other challenges, such as isolation, lack of communication, disorganization, and technical 
learning curves, so that students who aren’t in a traditional classroom environment still have 
access to a superior education, just online instead,” says Sperry.

“Cyber schools require different expectations from teachers. Students can’t turn in partially 
completed assignments or tests like they can with traditional written homework that is handed 
in to the teacher,” Bossard explains. My Big Campus keeps it all in one place: teachers can post 
assignments; the assignment can be discussed and resources related to it shared; and then 
students can hand it in—all within My Big Campus.

Bossard shares, “In a cyber environment, you have to get to the core of teaching. My Big Campus 
allows us to use multiple tools to teach our students AND it gives us a way to have the essential 
collaboration and communication with students we don’t see face to face.”

Aside from the core subject curriculum, My Big Campus lets Conneaut teach technology skills 
through real-world activities: “We need to teach students how to use the computer as a tool versus 
a toy. My Big Campus lets us start teaching how to use technology for research, collaboration, and 
productivity to prepare students for when they enter the work force,” shares Bossard. 

Conclusion

Conneaut School District finds that kids are more engaged using My Big Campus because they are 
learning using a tool they are comfortable with and that they find interesting and fun.

Sperry concludes, “The next steps will be for us to incorporate Bring Your Own Device; to convert 
textbooks to digital format; and to give kids iPad and Netbook devices. We think this will make 
students even more interested in staying in our district, either through our traditional schools or 
cyber schools or a blended learning approach. We envision people moving to our district in the next 
couple of years to take advantage of our superior curriculum and learning environments.”
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